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1958 and 1969 Brothers See Silver
     John Kerr             Noel Shutt
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Two Epsilon Rho men were honored by past National President Chris “Mother” Northern, 1977, Eta Chapter, during a February gathering of alums from over a dozen chapters.  The first honoree was John “Si’mon” Kerr, S’58, past Epsilon Rho Chapter Supervisor.  The second honoree was Noel “Bull” Shutt, F’69, a past Beta Beta Chapter Advisor (during grad school) and later Epsilon Rho’s Faculty Advisor at Cal Poly.    

The following letter, to Brother Kerr, explains this award and is reflective of the level of care, giving, and sacrifice each of these fine men has unselfishly invested in our beloved Fraternity.  

(Letter printed with permission)
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EPSILON RHO ALUMNI ASSOCIATION - CAL POLY / SLO

March 9, 2014        

Dear Brother Kerr:
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Big John, we were all deeply moved by your sincere sentiments in response to being honored with the 1899 silver dollar at the multi-chapter DSP alumni dinner on March 1st in Paso Robles.  As a 1958 colony initiate who never stopped giving, you have more than earned this recognition!  As one of your lads during your service as Chapter Supervisor, as one of the official representatives of our alumni, and as a fellow honoree, I offer the following. 

Like a true Olympian, you have carried, on-high, the torch of our Brotherhood and unique bond.  You have done this for over half a century without faltering.  Your loyalty to the proposition of further developing good young men is the beacon we’re using to return the promise of our chapter’s program. 

In the 1960’s and 1970’s, you guided us at our rented chapter house at 1134 Palm, during our transition through Mustang Village student housing, and into New House – our very own property.  

You, and your peers, led us in two ways - by word and by deed.  You demonstrated the powerful lesson of leading-by-example.  You have been everything from a venture-capitalist to a life-guide to a father-confessor for us.  Some felt you must have been a Navy Chaplin and others were sure you ran the crap-game.  Without exception, we have always held the highest regard for you – as we do for all the men and values of our chapter’s founding decades – and especially the 1950’s.  You and your decade provided a North Star Of Brotherhood to help us navigate.  This was especially important for alumni leaders as our chapter lost its bearings during the cultural tug-of-war between the “me” and “us” generations.  

Combined with humor and wit, your broad mustache and sagacity have comprised your trademark.  As Chapter Supervisor, your leadership style was to guide but not make our decisions for us.  You recognized that, for us to grow, we had to accept and work through our responsibilities.  You never once said “No,” but we wish we had a buck for every time you said, “I don’t think I’d do that”……..which promoted further reflection on our part.

We knew you in the capacity as both a mentor and champion.  We could count on you to intercede on our behalf with alumni in matters of concern or contention.  Then again, a significant number of your lads put money down, at about 8-to-5 odds, that you were the alumni.  We’re still waiting for resolution on this so we can settle this old wager.  

During our transition from Palm to New House, you encouraged us to retain the sense of fraternity - even without a physical chapter house.  Our men proudly carried the President’s Chair and flag standards on shoulders in our weekly procession to-and-from campus for our chapter meeting.  

Your magical scrambling and personal financial commitment created capital financing for constructing a fraternity house out of the ether-of-impossibility.  This was considered impossible during the anti-establishment, anti-fraternity, later years of the Vietnam War – but you did it!  

The bottom line is - you gave us room, time, and encouragement to grow outside of ourselves by applying “learn-by-doing” in our chapter’s self-governance, philanthropy, community service, IFC relations, and other group activities.  

Yes, you do have 1,000 sons – and as in every family, not all achieved what was expected of them.  However, nearly every one of us who know you saw at least one character attribute, skill, or quality that we emulated and incorporated into our own developing definition of manhood.  

We were able to do things we didn’t know we could.  This is because you believed in us, and because we so regarded your faith in us.  More than your authority, we were motivated by your sense of Brotherhood and the sacrifice of Brothers before us - for the benefit of men they would never meet.  Increasingly, these enduring Brotherhood attributes are understood by our outstanding undergraduates - and to their credit, proudly embraced and practiced.  

Jim “Lurch” Larson, W’72. was the first of our chapter to receive an 1899 silver dollar, an honor wonderfully deserved.  When I unexpectedly received my silver dollar, my first thought was that they had the wrong man - it should have been you!  

Like most Cal Poly Delta Sigs, my focus as an alumnus has been to be a good chapter-man.  For 40 years, focused on our far-western chapter that is difficult to reach, I seldom gave much thought to our national organization – except when it irritated me.  Speaking only for myself on this point, at times they were absent-when-needed, and at other times lacked the hoped-for degree of brotherly-partnering in communications and issue-discussions (I suspect this occurs in many large organizations).  I share this solely to establish the context of a recent realization - because it may help you better gauge the depth of regard that Delta Sigs from chapters around the country have for you.

Brother Chris “Mother” Northern, a ’77 initiate of Eta, and National Fraternity President from 2003 to 2005, created this recognition program in 2000.  He has awarded about 80 silver dollars to simply say “thank you.”  When he presented me a silver dollar, I experienced an unexpected feeling.  It was as if the dozen-and-a-half fellow silver-dollar-holders present, shaking my hand, with a smile and quiet nod of understanding, were Brothers of my chapter.  Such was the sense of bond I felt with these men.  

These outstanding Brothers of other chapters have helped me realize a truth:  true Brotherhood is a matter of the spirit and heart - not of geography or office.  

This truth means that your 1899 silver dollar is symbolic of the gratitude of Delta Sigs from across our country - from many, many chapters.  Your “service dollar” is a Brother-to-Brother recognition.  It reflects the profound respect of the handful of men like you – men who have paid-the-debt to the extent of fully risking, and investing, themselves - to promote the highest ideals of Delta Sigma Phi for the benefit of others.  The dollar recognizes the quality of your character – and your decision to unselfishly commit yourself for the benefit of younger men who would follow you in our Brotherhood.  

Like you, your lads (and those we in turn trained or mentored) have sought results for our Brotherhood - and not personal recognition.  Also like you, we have often worked as diligently in the background as in the foreground - to seed ideas, repair missing program elements, and encourage others to involvement.

We offer sincere congratulations on your award.  We gratefully thank you for bettering our lives.  You have given us many gifts.  Your investment and sacrifice, and that of our other colony Brothers, resulted in the best lab-on-life at Cal Poly:  Delta Sigma Phi!  

The torch of Brotherhood you have so steadfastly carried is providing the needed light that is guiding the return of our chapter to the values, principles, and promise our early decades of Brothers envisioned.  You have been true to them and, in so doing, true to all of us. 

No Brother among us more deserves this award than you.

On behalf of our chapter’s 1,500 Cal Poly alumni and 100+ undergraduates, and our other Brothers of good character across the country, we offer our thanks for your lifetime of contribution to the Brotherhood we all so dearly cherish.    

Y.I.T.B.O.S.,Yabut, W’73
